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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

I OWNERS NAME:

Wo+—Francis—Smithers.
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Barboursville Farm
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Barboursville

STATE:

Virginia
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45
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Orange County Court House
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;J(Until it burned on Christmas day, 1884, James Barbour's house at Barboursvil

.the main house.was completed. . As, they are built on the slope of a.-hill,

%

. S T e

N {Check One)
Exceiient [] Good [] Fair [J. Datericrated [J] Ruins K] Unexposad [C]

{Check One) (Check Ona)

GRITY
Altered (X Unaitered [] Moved [ Qriginal Site )

/§cmaE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

stood essentially as completed circa 1822 from designs by Thomas Jefferson.
Only two one-story side porches appear to have been later additions. Though
large in scale, the house contained only eight principal rooms, the hall,
drawing room, and dining room being two-story chambers. The entrance facade
featured a projecting Roman Doric tetrastyle portico which covered the recesg
front wall of the entrance hall. On the garden front the walls of the
octagonal drawing room projected into a similar portico, as at Monticello.
The octagonal dome which Jefferson proposed in his drawing was omitted
during econstruction; it is uncertain whether the Chinese lattice railing whid

Le

th

red

appeared in Jefferson's drawing around the base of the roof was ever installgd.

Although the dining rcoom had no chamber over it, Jefferson indicated a
false window on the second floor level in order to keep the garden front
symmetrical. This feature was omitted and consequently gave that side of
the house an unbalanced -appearance. Unfortunately, there is little
evidence as to the appearance of the original interior architectural trim.
One might assume that the two-story rooms were crowned by full entablatures
as at Monticello.

During the fire of 1884 everything except the exterior brick walls, the
interior masonry partitions, and the columns of the porticoes perished.
Now much overgrown by vines, the ruins are maintained and are in generally
sound condition.

To the north of the house are the twe curious service buildings which now
serve as.the:main .residence for  Barboursville. .It.is believed that these
structures were built circa 1790 and were lived in by James Barbour until

they appear as one story on the front with two-story columned galleries on
the rear. -

Barbour's estate has been known for its wunusually large and fine boxwood,
which flourish on the grounds, A portion of the gardens were once surrounde
by a serpentine wall similar to those designed by Mr. Jefferson for the
University of Virginia. )
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Eventa, Etc.)

In a letter dated March 29, 1817, James Barbour thanked his friend Thomas
Jefferson for supplying him with designs for his new house. The designs
were returned to Jefferson along with the letter by James Bradley, a
carpenter, and Edward Ancel (?), a bricklayer, both of whom Barbour had
employed to erect his house. Barbour intended the two workmen to study
Monticello while on their errand and acquaint themselves with the character
of Jefferson's architectural work.

As designed, Barboursville more nearly resembled Monticello than any other
of Jefferson's works. However, the most striking parallel, the octagonal
dome, was omitted (as Jefferson said it could be) during construction.
Although in ruins, enough of Barboursville's walls remain so that they

can be studied and compared with Jefferson's drawings. Had it survived

as designed, Barboursville would undoubtedly rank as Jefferson's most
important residential work beside Monticello, but even in its present’’
state its significance as a relic of one of America's most distinguished
architects is not diminished. Jefferson's drawings for Barboursville which
include a plan and elevations of the entrance and garden front are preservec
in the Massachusetts Historical Society. e
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Barboursville's architectural significance has often tended to overshadow
the distinguished career of its first occupant. James Barbour (1775-1842),
besides being an obvious patron of architecture, was a member of the
Virginia Legislature from 1796 to 1812, and was Governor of the Commonwealtk
from 1812 to 1814. He was elected to the United States Senate in L8L5,
where he served until 1825, then becoming Secretary of War until 1828,

From 1828 to 1829 he represented his country in England as Minister
Plenipotentiary. He was chairman of the Whig National Convention which
nominated William Henry Harrison in 1839, and for many years served as
president of the Orange Humane Society. He is credited with having founded
the Literary Fund of Virginia which loug supported popular education in
Virginia. Barbour lies buried in the family cemetery at Barboursville.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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